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he left Varzin he was already preceded by a swarm of
rumours, all of which turned upon his relations with the
Prussian Ministry and an extension of the Imperial
Ministries. It almost appeared as if henceforth Prussia's
task was to be confined to her domestic affairs. Like
the navy, the Foreign Office, the Ministry of Communi-
cations, the army seemed fated to fall within the juris-
diction of the Imperial Chancellor, so that the head of
the War Office would, as a Minister of State, occupy
about the same position towards the Imperial Chancellor
as General Stosch in his capacity of chief of the Ad-
miralty, and Herr Delbriick as President of the Federal
Chancellerie. The Emperor's decrees on military matters
would never again be countersigned by the Prussian
Minister of War, but by the Imperial Chancellor, &c.
Concurrently with these changes the Constitution would
become more homogeneous, and the formation of a real
Cabinet would ensue, with a chief who would be able to
pursue an independent, and, indeed, a personal policy,
and, through the members of the Cabinet, extend it
even beyond the limits of that body.

" This plan, however, seems to have never yet been
developed officially to its full extent. When it became
known in exalted quarters (where the remembrance was
still fresh of the hints conveyed to the Upper House
respecting the District Eegulations) that, in existing
circumstances, the Minister President was as such no
longer disposed to allow himself to be outvoted and
saddled with a policy which was not his own, the ques-
tion of filling the gap was bound to arise. Count
Eulenberg, who had just carried off the victory, and
who once before, within the last year, had been selected
for a similar position, was naturally one of the first to
be considered in the Eoyal deliberations. At the same